PIONEER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 — 9:00 AM
GUEST MINISTER: REV. DOUG SCHOEN
ORGANIST: MARILYN SCHOEN - LITURGIST - RICH ULRICH
(* Indicates to please stand if you are able)

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS, MOMENT FOR MISSION
PRELUDE

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, thank you for the great mercy and grace that draw us close to your holiness.

Flow through our worship and through our lives with your holy presence and your forgiving grace,
that we may be people of holy love and gracious forgiveness. In your holy name, we pray. Amen.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Sing praise to God,
our Creator and Redeemer.
Sing praise to Christ,
our Lord and Savior.
Sing praise to the Spirit,
who has called us to worship this day.

*OPENING HYMN “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” No. 482

CALL TO CONFESSION

Psalm 103 calls us to confession by assuring us with these words: God] forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases; [God] redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with
steadfast love and mercy; [God] satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is
renewed like an eagle’s.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, we confess that it’s easier to sing about grace than it is to offer it freely and
abundantly. Forgive us for failing to be as grace-filled with ourselves and with others as
you are. Help us put our songs into action, our words of yearning into lives filled with
mercy and forgiveness—for ourselves and for others. One time, seven times, or seventy-
seven times, each moment of grace matters and makes us better. Let your grace flow
through our lives so abundantly that it overflows into every situation, protecting and
preserving everyone it touches. In your love and grace, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Hear these words from Psalm 103 as assurance that God has heard your confession and grants
you forgiveness: Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding

in steadfast love; you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever. You have
not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our iniquities. For as the
heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. As far
as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from us. As a father
has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is
now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you. (Greet each other in the way you are most comfortable).

ENGAGING WITH GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Living God, help us to hear your holy Word that we may truly understand; that understanding,
we may believe, and, believing, we may follow in all faithfulness and obedience, seeking your
honor an glory in all that we do; through Christ ourLord, Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 50: 15-21

When Joseph’s brothers realized that their father was now dead, they said, “What if Joseph
bears a grudge against us, and wants to pay us back seriously for all of the terrible things we
did to him?” So they approached Joseph and said, “Your father gave orders before he died,
telling us, ‘This is what you should say to Joseph. “Please, forgive your brothers’ sins and
misdeeds, for they did terrible things to you. Now, please forgive the sins of the servants of your
father's God.”” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.

8 His brothers wept too, fell down in front of him, and said, “We’re here as your slaves.”

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am | God? You planned something bad for me, but
God produced something good from it, in order to save the lives of many people, just as he’s
doing today. Now, don’t be afraid. | will take care of you and your children.” So he put them at
ease and spoke reassuringly to them.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2050&version=CEB#fen-CEB-1523c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2050&version=CEB#fen-CEB-1525d

HYMN “Amazing Grace” (Vs.1-4) No. 280

SECOND SCRIPTIRE READING Matthew 18:21-35

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times should | forgive my brother or sister who sins
against me? Should | forgive as many as seven times?”

Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-seven times.[Y Therefore, the
kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. When he
began to settle accounts, they brought to him a servant who owed him ten thousand bags of
gold.l9 Because the servant didn’t have enough to pay it back, the master ordered that he
should be sold, along with his wife and children and everything he had, and that the proceeds
should be used as payment. But the servant fell down, kneeled before him, and said, ‘Please,
be patient with me, and I'll pay you back.” The master had compassion on that servant,
released him, and forgave the loan. “When that servant went out, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him one hundred coins.! He grabbed him around the throat and said, ‘Pay
me back what you owe me.’

“Then his fellow servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I'll pay you
back.” But he refused. Instead, he threw him into prison until he paid back his debt.

“When his fellow servants saw what happened, they were deeply offended. They came and told
their master all that happened. His master called the first servant and said, “You wicked servant!
| forgave you all that debt because you appealed to me. Shouldn’t you also have mercy on your
fellow servant, just as | had mercy on you?' His master was furious and handed him over to the
guard responsible for punishing prisoners, until he had paid the whole debt.

“My heavenly Father will also do the same to you if you don’t forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON “‘How Much Do | Have To Forgive?”

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - The Apostles’ Creed — Page 14
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
CALL FOR GOD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERING

The God who provides for His people in the wilderness continues to provide for us today. In
gratitude for His faithfulness, let us return God's tithe and present our offerings.

*DOXOLOGY (No. 592 in hymnal)
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

COMMUNION HYMN “Come, Share the Lord”

THE EUCHARIST (HOLY COMMUNION)

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BEING SENT TO LIVE IN GOD’S NAME

*SENDING HYMN “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” No. 438
BENEDICTION
Forgiven and loved,
we go into the world with forgiveness and love.
Blessed beyond measure,

we will share our blessings with generosity and joy.

POSTLUDE


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23747c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23749d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2018&version=CEB#fen-CEB-23753e

